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old. A quick test is to rub your fingers down the wall and if you see 
chalk rub off on your fingers, you are long overdue for a paint job. 

In Westchase, some sub associations may require more frequent 
painting, so be certain to abide by the rules in your neighborhood.

Dryer Vents
It is important to have your dryer vent cleaned regularly, accord-
ing to Suhre. The interval depends upon how much you use it. If 
there are only one or two people living in a home, the vent can 
be cleaned annually. Large families who use their dryer more fre-
quently should consider cleaning their vents every six months. Lint 
can build up, and that, combined 
with hot air from the dryer, can 
cause fires. 

Using a licensed professional will 
ensure the work is done correctly.

Dryer vents should always termi-
nate in an exterior wall or the roof; 
it should never end in the attic or 
anywhere inside of the house. If 
your vent terminates in the interior 
of your home, you’ll need to rectify 
the situation immediately, stated 
Suhre. 

The dryer vent should also have a 
flapper at the outside hood instead 
of a wire mesh. Wire mesh vent 
terminations clog up with lint very quickly and are inappropriate. 
Be sure to check this, especially after a roof replacement. 

Inside the Home 
Washing Machines and Dryers
You should clean the tub of your washing machine once a month, 
which is simple to do yourself. No maintenance is necessary for the 
actual dryer, other than regular lint removal and the dryer vent 
cleaning mentioned above. 

The washing machine’s supply hoses are a weak spot in the home 
that are often overlooked. Those black rubber hoses that typically 
come with the washing machine can be a major source of home 
flooding when they fail and should be replaced with quality 
stainless steel braided hoses. Butts pointed out that upgrading all 
plumbing supply lines to stainless steel can also help a homeowner 
maintain competitive insurance rates. 

Kitchen Appliances
Suhre recommends cleaning your home’s garbage disposal 
monthly. You can use ammonia, baking soda or ice, he explained. 
If you put eight to 10 ice cubes down the disposal and turn it on, it 
will help clean the blades of the disposal. 

Suhre also said dishwashers benefit from regular cleaning of the 
inside of the drum and that while your stove doesn’t need regu-
lar maintenance, you should check your stovetop vent monthly. 
Grease can splatter on the vent, which could lead to a fire, he 
warned. 

According to Feldkamp, the refrigerator is one item in the home 
that is often not properly maintained. He advises cleaning the con-
denser coil once a year to keep the refrigerator running efficiently 
and avoid damage to major elements like the compressor. Simply 
pull the fridge away from the wall and unplug it, remove the back 
cover at the base of the refrigerator and then use canned air or a 
vacuum to clean the coils. He also recommended using a refriger-
ator coil cleaning brush, which resembles a baby bottle brush and 
can easily be found online. 

Fire Extinguishers 
Homeowners may not be aware that fire extinguishers carry expi-
ration dates, and that it’s vital to check that yours are not expired, 

said Suhre. You should have a fire 
extinguisher in your kitchen, your 
garage, and one on every floor, 
he added. They should be labeled 
“ABC,” which indicates that they can 
be used for all common household 
fires. 

Smoke Detectors
The National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation recommends you replace 
smoke detectors every 10 years, said 
Suhre. Homeowners should test 
their smoke detectors monthly and 
replace their batteries twice a year. 

The test button ensures only that 
the alarm has power; it doesn’t test 

a unit’s smoke sensor. Suhre suggests purchasing simulated smoke, 
also known as “smoke in a can,” to test the sensors as well. You can 
buy the product at Amazon, Walmart or most home improvement 
stores.   

Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Carbon monoxide detectors should be on every level in every 
home, especially those with an attached garage, Suhre cautioned. 
It’s especially important if natural gas powers your water heater or 
you use natural gas or oil for heat in your home, he said. Detec-
tors should also be in every bedroom, and they have expiration 
dates, he explained. Carbon monoxide is known as the silent killer 
because it has no taste, color or odor. 

If you use a generator for power during storms, the generator 
should always be placed outside of the home, said Suhre. You 
should never run it inside your home or garage for safety reasons. 

We all want our investments to increase in value, and our homes 
are no exception. Preventative maintenance done regularly may 
save you time and money down the road if it enables you to avoid 
costly repairs. In some cases, taking a proactive approach to home 
maintenance will help keep you and your family members safe. 
It will also help preserve the value of your home in the long run, 
which is worth its weight in gold. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: When undertaking any exterior home improvements, be sure to get the 
proper approval from the Modifications Committee. Learn more at westchasewca.com/
committees/modifications-committee. 
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